PRESS RELEASE

Event is Saturday, Oct. 21. Registration deadline is Oct. 12.

Sending well in advance to assure timely coverage. Thank you.

Submitted by: Marty Folsom – marty@penstrokes.com
Communication team leader, AAUW NC

Local Contact: Pat Abell, AAUW Statesville president, 704-872-9451

Questions about the assembly: Mary Peterson, 252-636-5074
Women’s Agenda Assembly coming to Iredell County

Women from all over Iredell County will gather for serious talk on Saturday, Oct. 21. They will explore issues that affect them, their families and communities, such as health care, education, aging and much more.

It’s all part of the tenth biennial series of the Women’s Agenda Assemblies, sponsored by North Carolina Women United (NCWU). Sessions are held all over the state so women can make their voices heard. 

The Iredell assembly is being held in conjunction with the fall leadership conference of the American Association of University Women of North Carolina (AAUW NC, www.aauwnc.org). Statesville Branch AAUW is the host for the event. Several other local groups are collaborators. They include Altrusa International, Inc. of Statesville, Career Women, Greater Statesville Chamber of Commerce, Iredell Democrat Women and W.H.E.E.L. 
Since 1988, advocates in North Carolina have banded together in each even year to share information on public policy issues likely to come before the next session of the General Assembly. Coordinated by NCWU, their efforts result in a “Draft Women’s Agenda,” published in late summer as an educational tool. Issue papers on several topics are banded together under four general headings: Healthcare Access, Civic Participation and Equality, Economic Self-Sufficiency, Violence Against Women (read them at www.ncwu.org).

These issues are discussed at Women’s Agenda Assemblies across the state. NCWU then summarizes the statewide discussions into the agenda that is presented to the General Assembly at the start of the session in the odd year on Advocacy Day. 

Education is one of this year’s issue papers, with emphasis on the Leandro Decision. The paper was compiled by Mary Peterson, AAUW NC advocacy team member, who serves on the NCWU program committee.

Peterson, who is also a member of Twin Rivers Branch AAUW in New Bern, is program coordinator for the event. A long-time activist, Peterson believes awareness of public policy issues is the starting point to effect changes that make a difference. Following up by contacting local state or federal representatives is critical. Participants at the Women’s Agenda Assembly will learn more about both. For more information about the Assembly, call Peterson at 252-636-5074tc "252-636-5074".

Sharon Claggett, a member of the AAUW public policy committee and the AAUW West Virginia board, will be present, as well. Claggett is traveling to as many states as possible to learn how AAUW members are approaching public policy issues. 

Open to the public, the event will be held at Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church, 825 Hartness Road, from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. The $10 cost includes lunch and pre-registration is needed by Oct. 12. Write checks to “Statesville AAUW” and mail to Sue Goodwin, treasurer, 358 New Salem Road, Statesville NC 28625.

The American Association of University Women promotes equity for all women and girls, lifelong education and positive societal change. In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, or class. 
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Related documents:

· Flier for event being distributed by members of groups

· AAUW public policy program – to be voted upon Oct. 20 and presented at the assembly on Oct. 21

· NCWU 2006-2007 Draft Agenda
Note: Expecting Iredell Republican Women and possibly others to sign on, but confirmation not available when I had to release this. Depending when you publish, you may wish to call Pat Abell for an update. Folsom out of town Sept. 29-Oct.8.
